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“Without 
the resources 
of the Food 
Bank, my 
mom and I 

wouldn’t have 
eaten.”
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Grateful for the Chance to Give Back
Robin Ninefeldt grew up in the Muldoon neighborhood of Anchorage 
believing that being hungry was normal. She remembers her mom 
making up stories about why there wouldn’t be a Christmas dinner, 
telling her, ‘We’re going to have a special fast for Baby Jesus this 
year.’ Robin would sometimes walk to Scenic Park Elementary and 
hop into the dumpster looking for food. When other kids rode up on 
their bikes and found her there, she would hide. “But at some point 
you have to climb out,” she remembers.

Hunger is often hidden, but Robin wants members of the community 
to be aware that even within their own circles there is hunger –  
co-workers who skip meals so their kids can eat or children for 
whom it is normal to eat only at school.

Food Bank of Alaska and our pantry partners helped her make it 
from a daily struggle with hunger to becoming an M.D. “Without 
the resources of the Food Bank, without the food pantry boxes that 
showed up on our doorstep, my mom and I wouldn’t have eaten,” 
she says.

Robin also credits teachers who paid attention and encouraged her 
to reach for big goals. She believes, “It is our responsibility as adults 
to notice those kids in need and to be the one who says, ‘I will be 
here if you need me.’” She is thrilled to have the chance to be that 
adult for kids in her old neighborhood. 

She has a message for young people who think they are not good 
enough to make it. “Ignore anyone who calls you names or tells you 
that you’re worthless. You are a powerful soul, there is light in you 
that you do not even know.”

Robin Ninefeldt, M.D., is the doctor at the new Alaska Regional 
Community Health Clinic in Mt. View near where she grew up 
and sometimes jumped into dumpsters to search for food.



Your Support Builds a 
Strong Foundation
2016 was a year of change for Food 
Bank of Alaska as I assumed the role of 
executive director and learned more about 
our state’s hunger needs.
 
The dedicated board of directors and staff 
have welcomed the opportunity to create 
new goals and measures of success to 
meet the unfolding challenges during our 
state’s current economic downturn. We are 
asking how our unique expertise and role 
in Alaska can best support our 225 partner 
food pantries and meal programs to feed 
the 106,000 Alaskans who struggle with 
hunger. We know that we must address 
our biggest choke point – Food Bank of 
Alaska’s current warehouse in Anchorage. 
Today we send out twice as much food 
every year compared to when we first 
moved in and have added 100 rural 
partners.
 
Alaskans are also fortunate to have four 
committed partner food banks securing 
and distributing food in their service areas 
– Fairbanks Community Food Bank, Kenai 
Peninsula Food Bank, Kodiak Island Food 
Bank and Southeast Alaska Food Bank.
 
What remains constant, even in the midst 
of change, is our core belief that no one 
should go hungry, a belief I know you 
share. We are honored to be able to count 
on your support to continue filling plates 
and nourishing Alaskan communities until 
we – together – finally solve hunger in 
Alaska.
 
Jim Baldwin, Executive Director

MESSAGE

BOARD & 
STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: President Katie Pesznecker • Secretary Diamond Redmond • Treasurer Betsy Nobmann • Past 
President Jennifer Coughlin • Allison Biastock • Chris Burns • Tammy Gray • Jason Hart • Robin Phillips • Deborah 
Sandar LEADERSHIP TEAM: Executive Director Jim Baldwin • Director of Food Programs Jessica Braunlich • Director 
of Public Engagement Cara Durr • Director of Development & Communications Karla Jutzi • Director of Operations Jason 
Lessard • Director of Finance & Administration Michael Moore

Our Mission: Food Bank of Alaska is 
dedicated to eliminating hunger in Alaska 
by obtaining and providing food to partner 
agencies feeding hungry people and 
through anti-hunger leadership. We believe 
that no one deserves to be hungry.

Carrie hopes to get a job again once 
her grandson can join regular school 
classes. She lives in Togiak with her 
grandson and husband, who works 
at the local cannery. Carrie had to 
quit work to take care of an aging 
relative and her grandson who has 
special needs. 

Like many Alaskans struggling to 
make ends meet, Carrie’s family 
needs to piece together food 
assistance from several sources. 
They get a monthly food box from 
the Bristol Bay Regional Food Bank 
in Dillingham and SNAP benefits 
(also known as food stamps) to 
supplement their grocery budget. 
During summer when there are no 
school lunches, Carrie visits the 
summer meal program every day 
with her grandson. 

These programs are possible 
because of your generosity. The 
summer meals program in Togiak is 

sponsored by Food Bank of Alaska, 
which ships shelf-stable children’s 
meals to the Bristol Bay village and 
more than 40 other communities 
through the US Department of 
Agriculture Summer Food Service 
Program. The food bank in 
Dillingham partners with Food Bank 
of Alaska to provide monthly food 
boxes with the help of USDA’s The 
Emergency Food Assistance Program, 
or TEFAP. 

Like many Alaskans 
struggling to make ends 
meet, Carrie’s family 
needs to piece together 
food assistance from 
several sources. 

Carrie has hope for the future: 
“It may be hard right now, but 
I’m not going to be down here 
forever. I’m going to stand up 
and walk forward.”

Because Carrie, who lives in Togiak, had to quit work to care for 
family, she is grateful for food assistance through Food Bank of 
Alaska and our partner Bristol Bay Regional Food Bank in Dillingham.
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Your 
Generosity 
Makes 
Rural Food 
Programs 
Possible



Solving

SNAP* FACTS

  74% of SNAP households are families with children

  24%  of SNAP households include seniors or people  
   with disabilities
   
  $1.70 in local economic activity is generated by   
   every $1 of SNAP benefits

  328,410  meals were generated by FBA’s SNAP Outreach  
   program during FY16 

* The federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, also known as food stamps

Volunteers, including this box builder, logged 19,244 hours in 
FY16, making the difference of nearly 10 full-time staff people. 
You’re the best!

Thanks to Alaska Food Coalition 
members and Food Bank of Alaska 
partners who traveled to Juneau in 
February to share with legislators the 
difference that SNAP benefits make for 
people in their communities. 

Right now, SNAP (the federal 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program, also known 
as food stamps) is 
under threat in 
the U.S. Congress. 
Nationally, this 
important program 

accounts for 10 times the meals 
distributed by America’s charitable 
food assistance network, making it 
impossible to replace those meals if 
SNAP were eliminated.
 
SNAP works. It is a federal program 
whose design effectively meets the 
need. Because SNAP benefits are 
provided to anyone who qualifies, 
the program expands when the need 
grows – as is happening now in 
Alaska’s economic downturn – and 
shrinks when people are able to go 
back to work. In addition, every $1 
in SNAP benefits generates $1.70 in 
local economic activity, helping out 
a weak economy.
 
Forty-five Alaska Food Coalition 
members met February 13-15 in 
Juneau to discuss the realities 
and challenges of fighting food 
insecurity in their communities. 
Advocates from Kotzebue, Chevak, 

Kenai, Dillingham, Fairbanks, 
Anchorage, and other communities 
met face-to-face with their 
legislators to tell them the real story 
of what is happening with hungry 
Alaskans and how SNAP makes a 
difference.

SNAP works. It is a federal 
program whose design 
effectively meets the 
need.
 
In March, Food Bank of Alaska 
staff and partners joined 1,300 
advocates from around the nation 
in Washington, D.C., for the annual 
Anti-Hunger Policy Conference. 
The three members of Alaska’s 
Congressional delegation appreciated 
hearing from us about the real 
impact on Alaskans of proposed cuts 
to SNAP.
 
You can sign up to receive Advocacy 
Alerts at foodbankofalaska.org. 
Your voice can make a difference: 
The decision-making process of 
members of Congress is influenced 
by hearing from constituents more 
than by anything else, according 
to the Congressional Management 
Foundation.

Thank You, Advocates
for Telling the SNAP Story
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Food & Transportation

DONORS
PossibleMake Full Plates 

64%
Donated from 

the food  
industry and 
community25%

United States 
Department of 

Agriculture

11% 
Purchased with 
your support

Top Food Donors
Carrs Safeway Warehouse and Stores • Walmart Stores • Charlie’s 
Produce • Fred Meyer Stores • Sam’s Club Stores • Sysco Alaska, 
Inc. •  Di Tomaso’s Fruit & Vegetables • Pepsi Beverage Company 
of Alaska •  Franz Bakery • Pt. MacKenzie Correctional Farm • 
Target Stores • SeaShare

“Without generous donations of freight from the Lower 
48, we could not afford to bring as many loads of fresh 
produce to Alaska or get turkeys here for Thanksgiving 
Blessing” – Operations Director Jason Lessard

Transportation Donors
Carlile Transportation Systems • American Fast Freight •  Lynden, 
Inc. • Matson • TOTE Maritime Alaska •  Northern Air Cargo • 
United Freight & Transport, Inc.

Sources of Food
For a tour of Food Bank of Alaska’s 
warehouse and programs, please 

contact Karla Jutzi, kjutzi@
foodbankofalaska.org, 222-3112.

Potatoes are being washed and inspected at the Pt. 
MacKenzie Correctional Farm, one of FBA’s fresh 
produce donors from the Mat-Su Valley. Last year,  
29 percent of donated food was produce.

Volunteers bag some of the apples purchased 
through a Municipality of Anchorage Human Services 
Community Matching Grant. 
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THE DIFFERENCE YOU MAKE

  150,000 Meals for children distributed annually

  1,600  Senior supplemental nutrition boxes given  
   out every month, expanding to 2,000 in 2017 
 
  1.1 Pounds of food distributed in Anchorage   
   neighborhoods through our Mobile Food   
   Pantry during FY16
  

ARCTIC
240,173 pounds to
24 partner agencies

KODIAK*
45,199 pounds to
4 partner agencies

KENAI* 
332,000 pounds to
7 partner agencies

SOUTHEAST*
48,797 pounds to
8 partner agencies

INTERIOR*
110,035 pounds to
21 partner agencies

YUKON-KUSKOKWIM
186,802 pounds to
43 partner agencies

ALEUTIANS &
 ALASKA PENINSULA

12,895 pounds to
5 partner agencies

ANCHORAGE
(With Copper Center, 

Valdez & Seward)
4,489,994 pounds to
88 partner agencies

MAT-SU
1,293,223 pounds to
27 partner agencies

Thanks to You
6.8 Million Pounds (5.7 Million Meals) Distributed Through 227 Partners

The Pribilof Islands school superintendent says the children’s 
meals we sent to St. Paul, thanks to grants and your 
donations, are a “force multiplier” for students. In some 
classes, only one student in 12 gets breakfast at home.

*Partner Distribution Organizations: We are proud to partner with four food banks 
that collect and distribute food in their service areas. The numbers shown here do not 
include food distributed by the Fairbanks Community Food Bank, Kenai Peninsula Food 
Bank, Kodiak Island Food Bank and Southeast Alaska Food Bank.
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Financial Statements
Statement of Financial Position & Activities (as of June 30, 2016)

ASSETS

 Current Assets:
  Unrestricted Cash  662,166
  Temporarily Restricted Cash  407,398
 Receivables:  
  Accounts, Net Allowance of $2,500  202,913
  Governmental Grants  353,099
  Other Pledges & Deposits  50,031
  Food Inventory  1,476,079
  Prepaid Expenses  82,372
  Subtotal - Receivables  2,164,494
     TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  3,234,058

 Pledges Receivable, Non-Current  113,944
 Property & Equipment, Net  1,784,715
 Building Held For Sale  57,226
 Investments  124,014
     TOTAL ASSETS  5,313,957

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

 Current Liabilities:
 Accounts Payable:
   Accounts Payable  123,733
   Accrued Salaries & Taxes  84,568
   Unearned Revenue  117,391
   Note Payable  10,157
      Total Current Liabilities  335,849

 Noncurrent Liabilities :
      Note Payable, Noncurrent  107,536
     TOTAL LIABILITIES  443,385

 NET ASSETS:
   Temporarily Restricted  620,718
   Unrestricted:  
    Designated for:  
     Inventory  1,476,079
     Property & Equipment  1,784,715
     Endowment  124,014
    Undesignated  865,046
   Total Unrestricted Net Assets  4,249,854

    TOTAL NET ASSETS  4,870,572

TOTAL LIABILITES & NET ASSETS  5,313,957

CHANGES IN UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

 From Cash Operating Activities:
  Support
   Individuals  1,258,528
   Businesses & Corporations  755,803
   Foundations   309,430
   Government  1,054,134
  Subtotal Support  3,377,895
  Other Income
   Revenue - Fees, Memberships, Other 819,818
      TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE   4,197,713

  Expenses:
   Food & Freight  1,687,762
   Personnel  1,609,741
   Occupancy & Other  884,939
      TOTAL EXPENSES 4,182,442

CHANGES IN UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
FROM CASH OPERATION ACTIVITIES  15,271

 From Non-Cash Activities - Depreciation -164,075
 From In-kind:
  Donated Food  10,999,655
  Distributed Food & Freight  -10,641,712
  In-kind Freight Donations  -332,233
       332,233
  Other In-kind Goods & Services  -
  Other In-kind Expenses  -
 Subtotal Non-Cash Activities  193,868
 
 From Non-Operating Activities:
  Investment Gains (Losses)  -1,486
  Interest Income  1,922
  Debt Service  -4,891
  In-kind Capital Donations  57,226
  Grants Released for Capital Purposes 335,118
  Proceeds from Gaming  25,618
 Subtotal Non-Operating Activities  413,507

 Changes in unrestricted net assets from
 non-cash and non-operating activities  607,375

 Changes in Unrestricted Net Assets  622,646

CHANGES IN TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED 
NET ASSETS   351,784

  Grants Received for capital purposes: 
  Foundation  90,000
  Federal  274,400
  State   13,552
Net Assets Released from Restriction   -697,856
CHANGES IN TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS 31,880

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS  654,526For the Period from July 1, 2015, to June 30, 2016

Sta tement  of 
Funct iona l  Expenses

Salaries and Benefits  1,126,248 357,082 126,411 483,493 1,609,741
Purchased Food  1,252,736   0 1,252,736
Purchased Freight  435,026   0 435,026
Professional Fees/Outside Services 111,300 57,782 32,589 90,371 201,671
Operations & Maintenance  209,985  1,675 1,675 211,660
Utilities & Phone  93,615 2,729 2,109 4,838 98,453
Printing  12,567 10,522 13,776 24,298 36,865
Grants to Other Organizations  50,636   0 50,636
Dues & Subs  3,458 8,993 300 9,293 12,751
Travel & Meetings  95,084 25,221 399 25,620 120,704
Supplies  35,992 4,396 9,883 14,279 50,271
Postage   4,415 4,426 79,060 83,486 87,901
Debt Service  2,228 2,663  2,663 4,891
Other    1,281 348 12,398 12,746 14,027
TOTAL CASH EXPENSES  3,434,571 474,162 278,600 752,762 4,187,333

    Debt Service - Loan Interest      0
    Depreciation  137,750 21,975 4,350 26,325 164,075
SUBTOTAL  3,572,321 496,137 282,950 779,087 4,351,408
 In-kind      
Distribution of Donated Food  10,641,712    10,641,712
In-kind freight  332,233    332,233
In-kind goods and services      0
TOTAL EXPENSES  14,546,266 496,137 282,950 779,087 15,325,353

TotalTotal Support
Services

Fund-
raising

Admini-
stration

Program 
Services

30%
Individual

Donors

18%
Business & 
Corporatios

7%
Foundations

20%
Earned Income

25% 
Government

Sources of Revenue
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MAJOR DONORS FISCAL YEAR 2016  
(July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016) 

$100,000+
ConocoPhillips Alaska
Feeding America, thanks to various cause  
 marketing campaigns and grants
Feeding America, thanks to Walmart  
 Foundation
Providence Health & Services

$50,000 to $99,999
1 Anonymous Donor
Feeding America, thanks to Hunger  
 Is, a joint charitable program of the  
 Albertsons Companies Foundation and  
 the Entertainment Industry Fdn. (EIF)
Harold Joseph Rohling Estate
Walmart Foundation State Giving Program

$20,000 to $49,999
Bilikin Investment DBA Midas Alaska
BP Foundation, Inc.
Feeding America, thanks to Costco  
 Wholesale
Ford Motor Company
Fred Meyer Fund - The Kroger Co. Fdn.
Kroger
Mat-Su Health Foundation 
MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger
Petro 49, Inc.
Powers Brothers Inc. via our charitable  
 gaming permit
Rasmuson Foundation
Shoreside Petroleum, Inc.
United Way of Anchorage
Nancy Zverina

$10,000 to $19,999
Alaska USA Foundation
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation
AT&T
BP
ChangePoint
CoBank
Jennifer Coughlin
Credit Union 1
Feeding America, thanks to the Red Nose  
 Day Fund
First National Bank Alaska
GCI
S.L. Gimbel Foundation Advised Fund  
 at The Community Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
3 Anonymous donors
Alaska Air Cargo – employees
Alaska National Insurance Co.
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company
Anchorage East Rotary Club
Chris and Jennifer Burns
CIRI
Crossroads Lounge, LLC
Enstar Natural Gas Company
Enterprise Engineering, Inc.
Gottstein Family Foundation
Matthew and Tiffany Lindsey
Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
Gregory Mattson
MDU Resources Foundation
Myra Munson
New Season Christian Center
R&M Consultants, Inc.
Mary Ellen Segelhorst
Skinny Raven Sports
Taiga Mining Company, Inc.
Heather Tauschek and John Evans
The Ludlow Foundation
Jan and Jeraldine van den Top
Wasilla Bible Church
Wood River Apartments

$2,500 to $4,999
8 Anonymous donors
ABR, Inc.
Nora Barlow and Ken Diemer
Bering Straits Native Corporation
Anne and Dan Billman
 

Boy Scouts of America - Great Alaska  
 Council
Kasha Cacy
Omer and Carol Carey
Tyra and Leon Chandler
Bruce Chandler
Douglas L. Chapados
Chugach Covenant Church
Jim Cucurull
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Dailey
Richard Ervin and Philip Blumstein
Richard and Sue Foley
Marsha Foy
Kathleen and David Gardner
George A. Geistauts
Theresa and Scott Hansen
Jazz Fighting Hunger Concerts
Christine Klein and Timothy Law
John Kokesh
Langston Family Foundation
Joe and Doris Letourneau Family Fund
John Letourneau and Donna Goldsmith
Erika and Christopher Leuci
Lauren and Kristopher Lindsey
Diana and Kurt Lindsey
LONG Building Technologies
Chester C. Mark
Matanuska Electric Association Charitable  
 Foundation
Richard A. Mitchells, Jr.
Northrim Bank
Petro Star, Inc.
Mitchell J. Rohloff
Saint Patrick’s Parish
Salvation Army - Alaska Division
Sea Otter Sound Lodge
Patricia Skoglund
Gary and Linda Spraker
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church
Ste. Michelle Wine Estates
The Alaska Community Foundation
USI Insurance Services
Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign
Henry and Karin Wilson
Blair and Mary Wondzell
Charles and Laurie Zimmer

$1,000 to $2,499
45 Anonymous donors
Alaska Airlines
Julie and Peter Adolf
Alaska Chapter of Case Management  
 Society of America
Alaska Oncology and Hematology
Laura Aldrich
James Aloes
Anchorage Central Labor Council
Anchorage City Church
Anchorage Grace Church
Anchorage International Rotary Club
Anchorage Unitarian Universalist  
 Fellowship
Jeralene and William Anderson
Eleanor Andrews
Yeganeh Ataian
Margaret and Robert Auth
Thomas and LouAnn Balensiefer
Jim and Marilyn Barnett
Alan and Janet Beckett
Jean Boga
Christy Bohl
Dr. Jeanne R. Bonar
Ray Booker
Ruth Botstein
Pete and Peg Bowers
Allen Breck
David and Cathy Brenner
Colleen Bridge and Michael Moeglein
William Britt and Nancy Nolan
Jaime Bronga
Brooks and Associates
Bethany Buchanan
Caelus Energy Alaska, LLC
Jonathan Carpenter
Jacqueline Carr
Louisa Castrodale
Eli Chambers
Barbara Chen
Chevron Matching Employee Funds
Jeff and Carrie Chisholm

Richard and Carol Clark
Laura and Richard Clement
Coffman Engineers
Joseph Columbus, Jr.
Mary Compton
Daniel and Kate Consenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Coonrad
William Cummings
Louisiana Cutler and Lamar Johnson
Peter Davis
Teresa and Philip Davis
Leslie Dean
Marlene and John Dick
John Dickerson
Mary Digney
Julie Drake
Michelle R. Drew
Dean Dunsmore and Regina Sleater
East High School Student Government
ECI/Hyer Architecture & Interiors
Joy and David Edge
Sandy Edwards
Carolyn Ellingwood and Dave Bateman
Tena Battistelli
Faith Presbyterian Church
Anthony and Stephanie Fields
First Rate Financial
First Presbyterian Church
Lynne M. Gallant
Brad Gaskill
Mary Geddes
June George
Goldenview Middle School
Christine Golnick and Thomas Hennessy
Marin C. Granholm
Madeleine M. Grant
Mary DeMatteis
Robert Guenther
Larry and Barbara Hagen
John and Barbara Hall
Karen Hallak
Robin and Kimberly Hamelin
Gregory Hamm
B. Sharon Harris
Jason Hart
George and Aase Haugen
Rickie Hildebrand
Mr. and Mrs. David Howe
Tom Hughes Graphic Design
Hughes, Gorski, Seedorf Odsen, &  
 Tervooren, LLC
HXR Management & Wellsite Consulting,  
 LLC
Independent Truck Lift of Alaska
Henry Jahn
JBER Spouses Club Charitable
John C. Hughes Foundation
John Hagmeier Homes, LLC
Dr. Harold and Sydney Johnston
David and Frances Junge
Karla Jutzi and Robert Morgan
Heather Kendall and Lloyd B. Miller
Key Bank of Alaska
Mark Kimmins
Kirsten and Steve Kolb
Richard and Katheryn Koller
Patricia Krueger
Susan Kruse and Robert Hall
Linda Kumin
Herbert and Marianne Lang
Deborah L. Lewis
Dr. Steven Liu
Jan and Tom Livingston
Mauri Long and Philip Volland
Juli Lucky and Jon Bittner
Richard and Kathleen Lund
Victoria Lytle
Mark and Judith Madden
Manna Independent Baptist Church
Katherine Martin
Debra Mason
Matanuska Telephone Association Inc.
Dr. Erik and Lisa Maurer
Dr. Melanie McCleave
Terrie and Richard McEvoy
Ryan and Caroline McGhan
Andrew Meltzer and Holly Rogers
Jeannette Messina
Michael R. and Merlene C. Conner Family  
 Foundation

Peter and Jo Michalski
Michael D. Miller
Richard Miller
Mary and Matthew Mills
Michael L. Mohamad
Holly Morris
Mountain View Lions Club
Diane and John Moxness
Mark Nelson
Nelson Company, LLC
Neuerburg Enterprises, LLC
Margaret and Matthew Nicolai
Elizabeth Nobmann
Northern Air Cargo
Northern Powerline Constructors
Mary O’Donnell
John and Madge Oswald
Daniel Ottenbreit
Karen and Ben Padgett
Nathan Pannkuk
Mary M. Parker
Theodore and Claire Pease
John Pendrey
Arnulfo Perez
Larry Persily
Lant and Deanna Platner
Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 367
PND Engineers
Marilyn and Clay Porter
Mary and Gerald Powell
Providence Anchorage Anesthesia Medical  
 Group, P.C
Public Employees Local 71
Rabbit Creek Community Church
Traci and Brian Real
Diamond Redmond
Reid Middleton Inc.
Yvette Reynolds
Stephen Robbins
Daniel and Pauline Rodgers
Stephen and Jo Ann Routh
Margaret Rowland
Scott M. Rydin
Safari Club International
Deborah and Alan Sandar
Sanders & Sanders Excavation, Inc.
Randall Sartain
Karin Schmidt
Shaman Traffic Control, LLC
Diane and Bruce Shellenbaum
Elizabeth and Ken Sherwood
Karina Simmers
Michael and June Sobocinski
South Restaurant
Spenard Roadhouse
James and Sandra St George
Stephanie Stephens
Arlene Steward-Johnson
Robin and Chuck Stilwell
Lyle Stohler
Carol Stolpe and Walter Featherly
Kimberley P. Strong
Ted Taylor
Linda Teninty
Stephen Thatcher
Thomas, Head & Greisen, PC
Mary Thomas-Mears
Dwight Thompson
Mark Thorndike and Rebecca Johnson
Leslie Tuovinen
Jerry Ulmer
Umialik Insurance Company
Upper Susitna Food Pantry
Christopher Van Treeck
David Van Tuyl
Kenneth Vassar
David and Lori Verbrugge
Jamie Volz
Gregory Wakefield
Rance Wall
Helga Watterson
Kate Wedemeyer
Karen E. Wilbanks
Theresa and Kevin Williams
Willow United Methodist Church
John Yordy and Magdalena Acevedo de  
 Yordy
Kathleen Young

Thank You - You Filled Many Plates and Nourished Communities
Your gifts - both small and large - added up to 
5.7 meals last year that Alaskans struggling with 
hunger would have missed without you. We sincerely 

appreciate every dollar, hour of time or can of food 
that you give, even though space does not allow us to 
thank everyone here. 
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Thank you! Generous support 
for this annual report has 

been provided by First 
National Bank Alaska.

foodbankofalaska.org

Why We Give:
“Certain Things Are Out of Our Control, but Giving Back Isn’t”

Mallory Hanus’ experience growing up taught her that it’s OK to ask for help even if you’re proud, as her mother was, or 
believe that you ought to feel ashamed for your family’s poverty which, of course, Mallory couldn’t control. She was in 
middle school in the Kent, WA, area when her parents divorced, one of several younger siblings who lived with her single 

mom. Her younger brother was very sick until diagnosed with 
Type 1 diabetes, and medical bills were enormous.

Her mom tried to hide her financial struggles from the 
children, but Mallory started to realize what was happening. 
When her mom signed her up through school for a Christmas 
gift program for needy families, Mallory remembers being just 
as surprised as her PE teacher who delivered the gifts to their 
door to learn that she was a child in need.

“When you come out the other side, the 
problem is over for you but not for others 
who still need help” – Mallory Hanus

The good news is that her mom asked for help from a local 
food pantry, so Mallory’s family didn’t have to worry about 
having enough to eat. Help from the pantry meant her 
younger brother had access he wouldn’t have had otherwise 
to healthy food he needed to help manage his diabetes. Says 
Mallory, “When you’ve lived with so little as a child, for so 
long, it feels right to give back” now that she and husband 
John are financially able to do so.

Mallory, who worked in audiology, now stays home with their 
four-year-old. John has been with BP since 2007. He attended 

a tour of Food Bank of Alaska in February and was impressed by the extent of the operations and the programs to 
distribute food in rural Alaska. It was his idea to become Sustaining Donors, making an automatic monthly gift. Mallory 
says, “We understand that the food bank knows how to stretch a dollar to get the most food for that money.”

Mallory and John Hanus are new monthly sustaining 
donors because instead of just talking about it, they 
want to give back and help people satisfy a basic 
need and right of all humans – to have enough food.


